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COURSE SYLLABUS 
ELECTIVE 

Gender, Race and Class in the United States 
Term 3, AY 2016-2017 

 
COLLEGE: Liberal Arts      DEPARTMENT: International Studies 
COURSE CODE: USAGENR      
COURSE TITLE: Gender, Race and Class in the United States  
CLASS DAYS AND CLASS TIME: TH, 730-900 AM  ROOM:  L312 
INSTRUCTOR: Dr. Jeane C. Peracullo 
Web: http://cafepublicintellectual.wordpress.com 
CONSULTATION HOURS:  By appointment 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
Gender, Race and Class in the United States uses a multi-disciplinary approach to explore issues 
concerning  gender, race and class intersect with, and manifest  in, society, law, religion, arts, social 
science, media, and others. 
 
COURSE OUTCOME:  
 

ELGA LEARNING OUTCOMES 

A student of the course is 
expected to be a: 
 

1. Critical and creative 
knowledge 
producer; 

2. Socially responsible 
and collaborative 
citizen; 

3. Competent 
professional; 

4. diversity-sensitive 
communicator; and 

5. morally principled 
and faith1-inspired 
leader. 

Be able to (de-)construct traditional cultural narratives (in history, 

philosophy, literature, art, media, etc.) in a way that shows their 

awareness of contemporary gender race and class issues, particularly in 

the United States. 

 

Learn the critical use of social media and apply the concepts they learned 

in interacting globally with others. 

 

Be able to come up with a creative presentation about gender, race and 

class that demonstrates visual and verbal literacy. 

 
Be able to apply non-sexist language in their speech and writing. 

 

Develop extra sensitivity toward marginalized others by being aware of 

the nuances of labels, names, and stereotypes. 

 

Become vigilant all forms of oppression and exploitation. 

 
 
FINAL COURSE OUTPUT:  
 

LEARNING OUTCOME REQUIRED OUTPUT DUE 
DATE 

Be able to (de-)construct traditional 

cultural narratives (in history, 

philosophy, literature, art, media, etc.) 

in a way that shows their awareness of 

Final course output: 
 
The student is required to do and submit an 
appropriate advocacy and campaign(s) (e.g., public 
service announcements, online awareness drives, 

Week 
13 
 
 
 

                                                 
1
 Faith encompasses the diverse spectrum of beliefs and views pertaining to the spiritual or secular practice(s) of 

various groups and individuals (Brujajas: The DLSU Genders Studies Committee 2012). 

http://cafepublicintellectual.wordpress.com/
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contemporary gender race and class 

issues, particularly in the United 

States. 

 

Learn the critical use of social media 

and apply the concepts they learned in 

interacting globally with others. 

 

Be able to come up with a creative 

presentation about gender that 

demonstrates visual and verbal 

literacy. 

 
Be able to apply non-sexist language in 

their speech and writing. 

 

Develop extra sensitivity toward 

marginalized others by being aware of 

the nuances of labels, names, and 

stereotypes. 

 

Become vigilant all forms of 

oppression and exploitation in media, 

etc.) in a way that shows their 

awareness of contemporary issues 

involving gender, race and class. 

 

 

blogs, campus exhibits and booths, street 
performances, plays, etc.) which will apply the 
concepts learned in class about the rights and issues 
relevant to marginalized groups.  
 
Components (for example): 
 

1. A radical, revolutionary, and subversive 
concept paper pertaining to a concrete 
gender, race and class-related issue as taken 
up in the course syllabus 

 
2. Video, essay, short story or storyboard, 

performance or presentation, painting, 
sculpture, poem, etc. that will demonstrate 
their re/de-construction of a traditional 
cultural narrative about gender 

 
3. Minor campaigns about gender, race and class 

issues, in the form of posters, brochures, 
events, slogans, and the like 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
RUBRIC FOR ASSESSMENT OF FINAL COURSE OUTPUT: 
 

CATEGORY EXEMPLARY 
4 

PROFICIENT 
3 

BASIC 
2 

UNSATISFACTORY 
1 

Brainstorming – 
Problems and 
Solutions 

The project identifies 
current, reasonable, 
insightful barriers 
and problems that 
need to change and 
offers reasonable, 
insightful possible 
solutions or 
strategies to 
encourage change. 

The project identifies 
current, reasonable, 
insightful barriers 
and problems that 
need to change and 
offers limited 
solutions or 
strategies to 
encourage change. 
 

The project identifies 
outdated barriers 
and problems that 
need to change and 
offers very limited 
solutions or 
strategies to 
encourage change. 
 

The project identifies 
outdated barriers 
and problems that 
need to change and 
does not offer any 
solutions or 
strategies to 
encourage change. 
 

Research 
Outlines current, 
interesting, and 
important info 
text and images. 
 

Information is 
abundant, current, 
and interesting. All 
images are helpful 
and used in  relation 
to the text. 

Information is 
adequate and 
current. Some 
images are helpful 
and used in relation 
to the text. 

Information is 
inadequate. Few 
images are used and 
are disconnected 
from the topic and 
text. 

Information is 
sparse, inadequate, 
incorrect or 
outdated. 
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Sources Quality 
Sources used for 
research (at least 
3) are current, 
professional, 
trustworthy and 
verifiable. 

All sources contain 
adequate, current 
and interesting 
information.  
 

Most sources contain 
adequate, current 
and interesting 
information.  
 

Some sources used 
are outdated, 
contain incorrect 
information or are 
not verifiable by 
professional source, 
author or research. 

All sources used are 
outdated, contain 
incorrect information 
or are not verifiable 
by professional 
source, author or 
research. 

Project 
Final output is 
complete 
 

Final output is 
complete, creative, 
organized, visually 
appealing and 
contains several 
useful images. 
 

Final output is 
complete, creative, 
organized, visually 
appealing and 
contains some 
images. 
 

Final output is 
unorganized, not 
visually appealing 
and contains few 
images. 
 

Final output is 
incomplete, 
unorganized, not 
visually appealing 
and does not contain 
images. The 
audience is not 
informed or 
persuaded. 

Presentation 
Presentation of 
Social Awareness 
Campaign was 
informative and 
persuasive 
 

Presentation is 
interesting, helpful, 
informative and 
persuasive. 
Presentation does 
meet the time 
requirement. 

Presentation is 
informative and 
persuasive. 
Presentation does 
meet the time 
requirement. 
 

Presentation is dull 
and somewhat 
informative. 
Presentation does 
meet the time 
requirement. 
 

Presentation is dull 
and  uninformative. 
Presentation does 
not meet the time 
requirement. 
 

 
 
GRADING SYSTEM 
 
Percentage Distribution 
 
  Points Equivalence Table 
 

POINTS Grade 

97-100 4.0 

94-96 3.5 

89-93 3.0 

85-88 2.5 

80-84 2.0 

75-79 1.5 

70-74 1.0 

0– 69 0.0 

 

 
 
LEARNING PLAN: 
 
In-class non-sexist language games that will encourage students to practice the linguistic conventions of 
sensitivity toward marginalized groups 
 

LEARNING 
OUTCOME 

TOPIC WEEK 
NO. 

LEARNING ACTIVITIES 
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Be able to (de-

)construct traditional 

cultural narratives (in 

history, philosophy, 

literature, art, media, 

etc.) in a way that 

shows their 

awareness of 

contemporary 

gender, race and 

class issues. 

Basic concepts: 
Sex, gender, 
race and class 

1-2  
Reflection on and critique of readings 
assigned in class 
For specific instructions: 
Go to: 
https://wordpress.com/page/cafepublicintelle
ctual.wordpress.com/1992 
 
Reading 1: Introduction 1 
Resisting Reality: Social Construction and 
Social 
Critique 
Sally Haslanger 

Develop extra 

sensitivity toward 

marginalized others 

by being aware of 

the nuances of 

labels, names, and 

stereotypes. 

History of 
feminism and 
related 
discourses, and 
how these 
conceptualize 
the issue of 
oppression 

3-4 Library and Internet research, participation in 
class discussions 
Reading  2: Oppression by Marilyn Frye 
http://www.filosoficas.unam.mx/docs/327/
files/Marilyn%20Frye,%20Oppression.pdf 
 

Learn the critical use 

of social media and 

apply the concepts 

they learned in 

interacting globally 

with others. 

Sexism, racism 
and classism in 
fairy tales, 
media messages 
about gender, 
race and class, 
and the cultural 
representation 
of the sexes and 
sexual 
orientation, 
stereotypes 
 

5-7 Film-viewings 
The Help(2011) 
Boys don’t Cry (2009) 
Reflection on and critique of readings 
assigned in class 

Become vigilant 

against sexual, racial, 

class, and other 

forms of oppression 

and exploitation. 

 

Problems and 
issues of specific 
marginalized 
groups, e.g. 
homophobia, 
domestic 
violence, racism, 
speciesism, 
postcolonialism, 
HIV/AIDS, 
environment, 
development, 
poverty, 
immigration, 
prostitution and 
sexual 
trafficking, 
LGBT, gender 
and peace, 
sexual crimes 
and harassment, 
and men’s 

8-12 Attendance of lectures and seminars 
especially by invited speakers who are experts 
on particular advocacies, e.g. LGBT, 
environment, politics, legal, etc. 
Reflection on and critique of readings 
assigned in class 
Participation in class discussions 
Group meetings/brainstorming sessions 
Field trips or field work at relevant venues 
(institutions, communities, schools, etc.) 

https://wordpress.com/page/cafepublicintellectual.wordpress.com/1992
https://wordpress.com/page/cafepublicintellectual.wordpress.com/1992
http://www.filosoficas.unam.mx/docs/327/files/Marilyn%20Frye,%20Oppression.pdf
http://www.filosoficas.unam.mx/docs/327/files/Marilyn%20Frye,%20Oppression.pdf
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studies 

Be able to come up 

with a creative 

presentation about 

gender that 

demonstrates visual 

and verbal literacy. 

Consciousness-
raising 

13 Culminating activity, final project 
presentation 

 
REFERENCES: 
 
Andersen, Margaret and Patricia Hill Collins, eds. 2007. Race, Class and Gender:  An Anthology, 6th 
Edition. Thomson Wadsworth. 
Bailey, Allison. 2008. The feminist philosophy reader. Boston: McGraw-Hill. 
Beemyn, Brett and Mickey Eliason, eds., 1996. Queer studies: A lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender 

anthology. New York University Press. 
Bowden, Peta. 2009. Understanding Feminism. Stocksfield: Acumen. 
Butler, Judith. 2004. Undoing gender. Routledge. 
Carroll , Jannell and Paul Root Wolfe. 1996. Sexuality and gender in society. New York: Harper Collins. 
Dela Cruz, Noelle Leslie. 2003. Introduction to gender studies: thought experiments. 
De la Cruz, Noelle Leslie and Jeane C. Peracullo, eds. 2011. Feminista: Gender, Race, Class in the 

Philippines. Quezon City: Anvil Publishing. 
Essed, Philomena, David Goldberg, and Audrey Kobayashi, eds. 2009. A companion to gender studies. 

Malden, MA: Wiley-Blackwell. 
Estrada-Claudio, Sylvia. 2002. Rape, love, and sexuality the construction of women in discourse. 

University of the Philippines Press: Quezon City. 
Haslanger, Sally. 2012. Resisting Reality: Social Construction and Social Critique.  Oxford University Press. 
Halley, Janet and Andrew Parker, eds, 2011. After sex? On writing since queer theory. Duke University 

Press. 
Kemp, Sandra, ed. 1998. Feminisms. Oxford University Press. 
Kimmel, Michael, and Rebecca Plante,  eds. , 2004. Sexualities. Oxford University Press. 
Kolbenschlag, Madonna. 1996. Eastward toward Eve a geography of the soul. Crossroad Publishing 

Company: New York. 
Mananzan, Mary John. 1991. The woman in question. Saint Paul Publications: Manila. 
___________________. 1987. Essays on women. St. Scholastica’s College: Manila. 
Minas, Anne, ed. 2000. Gender basics: Feminist perspectives on women and men. California: Wadsworth 
Peach, Lucinda Joy, ed. 1998. Women in culture: A women’s studies anthology. Massachusetts: 

Blackwell Publishers. 
Soble, Alan. 1997. The philosophy of sex. Rowman & Littlefield Publishers, Inc.: England. 
Subido, Tarrosa. 1955. The feminist movement in the Philippines. National Federation of Women’s 
Visvanathan, Nalini, ed. 2011. The women, gender and development reader. Halifax: Fernwood 

Publication.  
Warner, Michael,  ed. 1994. Fear of a queer planet. Columbia University Press, New York 
Wiesner, Merry. 2011. Gender in history: global perspectives. Chichester: Wiley-Blackwell. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 6 

 
Noted by: 
 
 
 
____________________ 
Dr. Ron Vilog 
Department Chair 
 
 
______________________ 
Dr. Julio Teehankee  
Dean, College of Liberal Arts 
 
 

Classroom Policies:   

1. Instructions:  All instructions given in class or are written in this syllabus are to be strictly 
followed.  The rubrics are to be consulted for each of the activities/assignments. 

2. Submission of requirements:  On or before the deadline set by me. 

3. Electronic submission of homework:  As a rule, all electronic submission is at 12 midnight of the 
day of the deadline.  I will check your work on the following day. 

4. Reflection papers: In-class reflection papers (not homework) should be submitted within class 
schedule.  Unofficial absence will not be honored for make-up for any work you have missed. 

5. Short quizzes: Unofficial absence will not be honored for make-up for any work you have 
missed. 

6. Long quizzes: Unofficial absence will not be honored for make-up for any work you have missed. 

7. Group project: For group presentation, every member of the group should be there on the day 
of the presentation.  Failure to appear means that you get a 0 for group project.  Group 
Presentation must also be uploaded in every member’s WordPress site. 

8. Creative work:  For presentations and projects, they should be polished, presentation-ready, 
aesthetically-pleasing, language is politically correct and gender-inclusive, and all pictures, 
images, videos, and content that are not yours must be properly credited to their owners and 
sources must be identified.  

9. Special needs:  those with special needs (physical, medical, psychological, etc.) must completely 
disclose their condition to the professor at the beginning of the term so that proper guidance, 
medication and action can be given in times of emergency, and alternative activities can be 
given in the event that students concerned are not allowed or are unable to comply with the 
regular requirements for the completion of the course because of their condition. Doctor’s 
certificate and/or other pertinent documents will be required for such cases.  Delicate cases will 
be handled discreetly.  

10. Class cancellation:  Refer to cafepublicintellectual.wordpress.com regularly with regard to class 
cancellation, room transfer, and the like.  Please be guided accordingly. 

11. Use of electronic gadgets: Use only if I would ask you to download PDF and other pertinent 
documents, files, and digital content that are necessary for a particular class activity or session. 

12. Classroom decorum: Act like a college student that you are; be mindful of gender-inclusive 
language; be open to and tolerant of diversity in class.  Diversity refers to but not exclusive to: 
sex, gender, sexual orientation, race, ethnicity, religion, belief, course in DLSU. 

13. Grades: Final grades are non-negotiable.  Grade Consultation Day is sacred. 

 


